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Vox Milars 
Or an Apologetical 


DECLARATION 


ComMCERNING 


The Officers and Souldiers oftt:e Arie, under the 


Command of His Excellency 
| Sr. THOMAS FAIRFAX, 


" - T hath been the commen obſervation of Intelligent men, from the 
various trant:Rions of pubiicue affaires, that rize moſt dangerous de- 
fignes of publique ruin and particular interefts, have been alwaies fo- 
mented, under the mcit plaul:bic fpecies of publique advancage and 

common good.and becsufe mers perſonall ends of honcur and great= 
nes,and the generall {livery of this land ac.d Nation could hardly be cficRed, 
but by the generall afliliance of thoſe very people whote bondage was defigs 
ned. The bewitching notioas of comon good, have alwaics been diſtil'd inc. 
the common people c@ chea. & charme chem,into ſuch a&ions whoſe proper 
tendencie is their owne wilcry :Nh chat 1 were made fudge inthe Land” faich 
Abſ,lom) rhat every man that hath cauſe rr ſuire might com: unto me, ard 1 

World do hins jx:fl ice; to pail-a'e his choſe defigac tor - Crown, he pretends 
not his owne, but the peopics good, and becauſe iuſt adminiltrations arc rhe 
N-rves of Goverr.ment, aid every mains Throne 3s eftabliſhed by righteouſnes, 
kence zt is. that the grac.us promiſes of relieving che wronged, executing 
judgment, freedom from cy 1aory,contirmation of juſt liberty, a cleere vindi- 
cation of iwpeartiall preſcrvation of every mans dur from the Prince rothe 

Pelant, tis moſt 1ff:ting amens the people; that the prefſures, miſeries, and 

tronbles of cur fxg 15p Nation through the wale-gfminiſtation of the Rus 
lers thereof, were great ar:d mary before this Partiamenct, was conteſt of alls 
that a ſeaiovable Parliament (our wonced refuge iwſuch caſes) w- ld furcly 

relicve us, was the hopes ef ali ; that the large prgmiſes, the frequent prote= 
ſacious, vowes, Wd Eprenants, - Jole wife epgagments, ihe graci- 
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rious beginnings of this preſent Parliament above all others iv the publique 
intereſt would make ns happic, was the beliefe of all, that our expeRations 
are failed, our hopes vaniſhed, our eſtates impayred, our treaſure exhauſted, . 
in the adventure thereof, through the Parliaments excitations to purchaſe 
our freedomes,our bloud ſpilt in the ſame ſervice,our liberties ſtill infringed, 
our priviledges obſtructed, our oppreſſions multiplied, our taxmaſters increaſ< 
ed, and our conditions every way worſe, then before this Parliament began . 
is almoſt the eemplaint of all. The King was ſet over the people, the Parlia- 
ment called by the King, our Army raiſed by the Parliament , the profefſt 
end and defigne of all was the Kingdoms good, our preſent purpole is not to 
refle& upan any; but to cleere our ſelves from thoſe ſcandalous aſperſions 
caſt upon us, and falſe charges made againſt uz, by the tongues and pens of 
malicious adverſaries, and to appeale unto ali the world, whether wee have 
not hitherto manifeſted not ſo much by Proteſtations, vowes, Cevenants, 
declarations, and verball expreffions, but by all our conftant tranſaQions, 
councells motions, and endeavours, our reall and cordiall reſpe&s unto the 
* publique ſafety, and whether wee have not ſought for this treaſure even in. 
our hunger and thirſt, cold and nakednefſe, ſep=ration from-wives and chil- 
dren,pleaſures and prefits,yea in our owne bloud and miſcrie,and have retoy- 
ced not in tke lives of our conquered adverſaries (they themſ&ves being our 
witnefſes)but in the publique fafety,wherein have been the greateſt ſpoyles of 
ur victories, wiere with we have inriched ourſelves, that we might ſerve 
theKingdom hath been our ambition, & oar proſperity kerein our great fatis- 
#aRion, we have bzcn willing, (yea without regret of fpirit) to heare the 
proſperous faceeſ of cur pitched battels, and ſeveralt exployts by dint 
of ſword, apptopriated ro others who have been little more , yea ſome- 
times ſcarce fo much as meer SpeRators thereof : and have been dumb- 
while we have been ſhorne from that cloathing of honour,which God -hath-. 
Put upon u9, which hath been taken from us and giuen to others;This unto us 
hath been but a (mail thitiz,neicher ſhould. we have in22ged fo much as the 
teaſt thought to the mentio : hereof, nor the vinlization of our (:ly*s from 
the flanderous pens & devoucing tononre of cayious 7:rfons,had ita ſingular 
reference to our perſonal repute*,Hut 01: render reipzRts to theGlory of God 
the ctedit'of the Golp«I!,and thc goori ofthis Kirdome, (for the juſt preſer- 
vation of whoſe vndoubted liberties v2 have. bei called rogetherhach pur us 
the upon this juſt'detence of our p:ri5mn: & tis; we have obſerved the 
crafty policy of our ſubtle enzmy, who tor12der us themere vniverſal objec 
of popular contempt hath'malicioully i.verted,8& wickedly forged ſuch ſcan 
axlous reports of opinions we praRites to be in the Army, with: the hee 
| ation 


bation thereof, which ate moſt diſtaſtfull to all good people, and though” 
\ molt confident phat our Righteous Judge will cleere our innocen- 
cy, and impartial ——_— into all our affaires, can vindicate the ſame; 
yet upen ſcyerall reaſons we have thought it fit at this ſcaſon to exhi- 
bit unto the world our juſt Apology againſt them ally and to declare the 
thoughts of our hearts by way of anſwer to the ſeverall, forgeries of our ma* 


licious adverſaries. 


In ;the firſt place it is moſt injurioufly, ſcandaloufly, and falfly afſerted of 
us, and that not in cerners, thronged Congregations may witnefle againſt 
the perſons that have publiquely aflerted concerning our Army, that we de- 
ſpiſe dignitiestthat we are onemics toGovernment, eſpecially to that which is 
eſtabliſhed ih our own Kingdom, and that we would reduce this Kingdom to 
acopfaſed Anarchy in Church and State, and fo we ſhould have every man 
ruling and no man ruled, andall order ravel}'d into ruine. | 


Firſt, As to Government in generall it can ſcarce enter into aur thoughts; 
that ſach a putid infinuation of peeviſh ſpirits, and froward minds, can reach 
the judgements of the loweſt fort of ingenious, rationall, anddifparionate 
men, ſurely they that have obferved the ftrickt diſcipline and carefull Gever- 
ment of our own Army, cannot likely im1gine ſo unwerthily of us, we have 
a litcle better Government then to declaime againſt Governmenr, and they 
are little others then ungeverntd tongues, which ſpeake as they liſt that aſſert 
the fame ; For our parts our record is on high,and our witneſle is within us, 
that in the defence of Government in tke generall,and of che well conſtitated 
Govyerament of this Kingdome in particular, did we at firſt take ap Armes, 
and are ready to aflert the fame with the hazard of our lives, this is an old 
ſlander 'caft upon us by the prerogative pleaders in the beginning of theſe 
Warrs, wheſe outcry againſt us in pulpits, prefles and other waies was Rebel- 
lions eArmy, faitious Army, deſpiſers of dignities,contemners of authority,figh- 
ters againſt Governwent, It hath been a cancinned obfervation in al ages , 
that thoſe that would tyrannize in Church and State, are moſt implacable in 
their ambition, ever branding the withitanders of tyranny with the odious 
names of contemners of authority, we are not of thoſe that deſpiſe digaities - 
being Gods Ocdinance, neither are we thoſe chat will throw away our liber - 
tics bing Gods bleſſing, piety preſerves ws from the one, and humanity 
from, the other, we areready to give aato Ceſar that which is (eſars, duc 
honour, not unwortkily {1;ghting his royall right, and unto God the things 
which are Gods, hearty praiſe, nor PRyny parting wichour own birth- 
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right, w6 wou'd have anr Gover, wort rether then none, but w# are For wits 
ring to pari with a gocd re, withont 1c)uRtance, we ſhall e vr grane as the 
Par.iamen hath cou kk us,th at tie Magiſtiates whertcrKing or Parſiament, 
are mores fingu'ss, an. the: ctore + v0pr 18To be given ro whem henguwr be- 
longs; Un. we Are. taugh with v1] (Lat chey. ace minores aniverſss , a;'d there» 
fore we cannot, we. dare £0. baſe'y berray the publike intereſt which is 
greater then they. ; 

Second y , as for the Government cf ehis Kingdorre in particular, onr 
hearty defires and reſolves © devvours by alljuſt means, kave ever beenvrd 
ſtill are engaged to cſtablifh the fame, that i very mantromeie greatelt ra 
the leaſt may er;joy that right and pe: ſor:2!1 due w jth the-wbotfome-Lzwi's, 
and prime copſtitu:ion of our native Kfngdome have conferred-upon tim, 
it is the cemmor obſervation uf know1nz men that theſinews &iigaments of 
the Kingdom: s Goverrmenrt begin ro ſtretch ; if not to crack, the King. the 
Parlizment, the people , complayne of -xach other, that cach hath 
uſurped each others due, the whole Kingdome kath- been eivided inio 
parts , and parties, arid theſe ſplit againſt one another by civid 

londy , and defperate warres , the peace ef our Kingdome will rever 
x 1 anaþ till the cauſe of our ruives be quits removed , ofprefli:ng 
above xmong the rulers make diſtraQions beneath among che p: c ple,v-hoſe 
generall diftarbences are the commes conſequences , bur felde-me-cauſes of 
the rulers tyrariny, had every mar kis right , and no man wronged. , all. 
would be ſtill, and nene would complsy ar, andch-refore the God of our 
Army-which hitherto-bath ble us, can witneſls for us, that xs tothe Go= 
vernment of this Kingdome,our hearty defires are oncly this, rbat the Kings 
the Lerdszthe Commens, 2ntl cyery Subjc& may peaceably enjuy his vwa 
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perfonall and undoubred tight; 


Thirdly , for tbe Government of rhe Churck eur judgement is rhis,ther 
Siovs wwlles arevor to be lays in b:oud , bur that the Ced of Peace, the 
\'Prince of Peacs,the Sp:rit of Peace, the word of Pcace;truth and leve will 
erea'e Tc mples ut living tors, for rhe 1 ord ct glory 10 dwell therein; and 
for cur parts we did rever engape agzir (t this Plat-forme;,nor for thar P.at> 
forme, ner eyer will, cxcept better infer wed 3 ard therefore it the'State 6% 
ſizbliſherh Presb) fery, v6 ſhallncver « ppeic it, cpely this we'revit needes 
profeſle, that we apprehended it hare viege, that honeſt ney though never 
ſo found in thetruth, barmcicfie in theiv l1ves, faitÞ1v)] in rheir trub, juſt i 
their dealings » ferviceaBle rc the Stare, wr d every Way blamelefle in + heir 
convcrlations ſh ould be caſt out of places of publke traſt, inveighed againſt 
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i Pulpits , Preſſes, threatned;, moleſted, treubled, Becanſy diffenting 18 
judgement and praRice fram the eſtabliſhed Government, the rules chere- 
of they never knew, and the rather cenſidering the leng ſcaſon the Aﬀſem- 
bly of Divines have bten in enquiring, arguies debating, (not yet as we 

know of, agreed) about the minde of in that particular, we 

wiſh withall our ſoules that the quarrell of Goverament was more abated 

and tnz Dorines of faith towards Ged;repenrance frem dead workes,und 
love to-one anorher were more a1vanced ; and whereas it is objeed 2 
eainft.ns, that we would have a tol'cration of all Sets: iss, Schiſmatiques, 

heretiques,blaſphemies, errours, licentionſaefle, en1 wickednefles,*he fn me 
God trowhom we muſt be accomprable ror what we aflert,can wimeſle for 

us; that we do from our ſoules 4bhorr whatſoever in opinion or praRice 

appeares contrary to the wholſome Do&rine;we know that the Abbertors 
of ernth canno: be the zflertors of excour, we cou'd hartily wiſh,that thoſe 
weapons ſanRified by God for char ead, were more skilfully, and effe&ual- 
ly mannaged to that purpoſe,chen they have been , that with the Spirit of 
truth and meekneſſe, erronr of judgement and unworthy opinions wereall 
ſappreſt, and to that end we ſhould rejoyce if Miniſters and others would 
admit of free Brotherly Debaves, that with light of truth, reaſon , and un- 
derſtanding , the darknefle of erronr and wickedneſs might fly away, thas 
men might be thereby reoted and grounded in the truth, and owede able te 
give a better acovunt and reaſsn of their faich, then the Command of au- 
thori:y for what ehey hold, for as it is tos common a praQice in theſe laſt 
and perrillous times, f6r falſe teachers privily ro bring damnable hereſies 
denying the Lord that beught them ;: fo it is asfrequeotly ebſerved , thar 
the leaders of the people, teach for DaCtiine the trad itions ef the Elders, 
and are 35 apt to retayne erreurs threugh wonted conformity, as entertain 
the ſame through cf:&ed novelty; It is fad te obſerve the'late Clere- 
eonformiſts to exorbitant epiſcopacy preſſing ſubje&ien to the eftabliſh?d 
Gvvernmznt, upon payne of the deepeſt cenſure of errevius perſuns, Schif- 
maticks,Heretieks,never inſtruing the people in the underſtanding there- 
of, and theugh their brechren be orherwayes ſound in JuJgemenr, and ha- 
neſt in life , yetif diflenting in external! formes, how do theſ: bceake the 


* knownernles of mutn3ll loveand amity ; ſtir up the Magiſtrme s, and pro- 


voke the people ,» not-to permit their difſghting brethren to live amgeng(t 

them, znd as for thoſe clamoreus,reports of wicked 0pinions,and blaſphe- 

mies toilzrated, countenanced , ad nurſt in the Army, we looke upon 

them as malitiqus Clamours ef pegvith ſpirits , {candalouſfly forged to a- 

buſethe Army, | EL panes 
| I 
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A Eras 
If any ſuch bs amongſt ug, it is neicher with our knowledge nor appro< 
bation, and we challepge our accuſers , te diſcover the offenders in this 
kinde, upon thedete&ion whereof we make ne queſtion, bur to give (a- 
tisfaRion to all ingenious and Knowing men of our juſt and Chriſtian pre- 
ceedings againſt them; it is true, 'We have thoſe amongſt us called Precby- 
terians, Independents, Epiſcopall, Anabaptiſtr, Antinomian, &c. and yet ho- 
neſt, juſt, valliznt, truſty, and well deſerving mey, and we verily beleeve 
there is as vaſt a difference betweene Presbyterians, and Presbyterians in 
matters of faith and Church- Government, their Bookes and ſayirgs com- 
pared together, as there is betweene the moſt remote of all theſe, and the 
rruth is, as we haveſaid in matters of Magiſtracy, ſo in matters of religi- 
on, it is farre better we ſhould have any Religion, then no Religion a- 
mongſt us, and we had rather that all men in the Army were ſuch,as theſe 
are, though differing in judgement in imaller matters then that they 
ſhould be ſwcarers, drunkards, prephaine perſons,againſt which we heare 
of no ſuch clamours ; ſurely if theſe angry men wereſo zealous for the 
Kingdome of Chrift,zs they ſeeme to be, they would more throughly er- 
gage for the ſuppreſſion of kr owne wickednefle, and exaltation of gppa- 
rant holinefle which more dircRly concernes the Kingdemeof Chrift, and 
rheglory ct God, then externall formes, butir is made manifeſt almoſt ts 
every eye, who they are which underprerence of the glory of Ged, the 
honour of Chriſt, z happy reformation, ſuppreſſion of faRtion, errour, he- 
refie, blaſpkemy, Se&s and Schiſmes, do really profecute their owne de- 
fignes of honour and preferment, rayfing and making the greateſt faRions, 
rents, divifioos,and Schiſimes even in the K1 dome; theugh it be to the 
cauſing of new warres, and indangering the ſplitting it is peeces, for the 
advance of their own intereſt and glory ; but for as much as 
thir folly .is made knowne unto all men, they ſhall we hope proceede ne 
farther , fer the truth is, all men ſee their praQtices , and begin to deſpiſe 
the ſame. | 
Lt is yet ebjeRed againſt us, that we deſpiſe the godly and learned Mi- 
oiſters of the Goſpel in the Kingdeme, cnveigh againſt their maintenance, 
vilifie and contemre the publike preaching of the word, preferring an ig- 
norant, Settiſh and illircrare Miniſtery betore that which is learned, and 
werthy, cnceuraging fimple, ſhallow, and unable men, to take upon thent 
to preach the Goſpel,and unfold the deepe Myſterics of life as ſalvation, 
we anſwer. a) 
There is s complication of charges in this, apd therefore we ſhall ati- 
ſwer tp them all ſeverally, | - 
Firſt, 
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. Þre-phanencſle to defpife godline 
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- Firſt, whereas it is aid, that we deſpiſe the godly and fearned Mi. 
niſters of the Goſpell,(to omit the obſervatioi. of the very ſelf-ſame 
charge by the quondam Prelaticall party caſt upon the Parltament,and 
all rhoſe that did joyn in the aboliſhing Eiſcopacy.) We anſwer,we do 
not deſpiſe Miniſters of the Goſpel), much lcffe thoſe that are godly 
and learned amongſt them ; arid if fo be any ſouldicrs amongſt us are 
euilty herein, we hope the Army therefore is not chargeable tor it, we 
honour godlinefle and learring eſpecially in conjunction, and above , 
all where they mcet in the Minifters cf the Goſpeil, ard do wiſh from 
our verie ſoules, that everie Congregation cf our native Kingdome 
was furniſhed with an able, pocty's learned Miniſter, it is deſperate 
c, and 1.0 lefſe igrorance to vilifie 
karning eſpecially concenterirg in a Miniſter of the Goſpell, whoſe 
worke requireth the greateſt ſt-fhciency of the meſt <cxcellent, natu= 
rall, and acquired e::dowments, and we ſay, however the weakneſſe 
of any ſouldiers.in the Army breaks forth in offence this way, yet let 

not this be charged upon the Army. | 
. Secondly, whereas we are charged of enveighing againſt their main» 

tenance, weanſwer : | | 

That this likewiſe is a calvmnie caſt upon the Army, for howe.. 
ver wecanprot but obſerve and bewaile theſe partial] and unequall 
diſtributions ot Miriſters maintenarce inthis Kingdome,ſfome having 
three, foure, five or fix hu.vdred pourds per annum, whoſe abilities, 
labours, and charges are veric meane, weake, and ſmall, and others, 
ualified with «xcellert capacities of godlineſle, and learning, ſtudi- 
> row diligert end pair:ctv]l in their worke , having manie of them 
very great charges, and are not able ſcarce to pur bread in their 
mouthes, clothes on their backs, much lefle to give their children that 
breeding and education, and to provide tor their comfortable living 
in the worls, which is ft ard meet that they f1.0uld have, their wid- 
dowes, and fatherleflc childrer often readie to ſtarve through want 
and miſerie, however (we ſay) this obſcrvation may nor juſtly cauſe 
complainit.g againſt che unequall, partial), and Giſproportionable 


-mainterance'v1 Miniſters ſome living in excefſe , others more defers 


ving in wart and poverty, yet that godlinefſe and learning , ef- 


- pecaally meet:rg in laborious and painefull Miniſters of the Goſ- 


pell, may receive large ard conſiderable encouragements from 
the Kirgdome, is our hearty Cefires; but wee could wiſh withall, 


_that if it might be other waits proVices , ( as we preſume it fecile e- 


nough) 


as 


nough)that it might riot come from the people after that manner that 
it bath, it is generally obſerved, that the inforcing of prope by way of © 
tythes,or otherwaies to maintain the Miniſters, hath can ed more fuits 
at Law,raiſed more differences, prejudiced the operation and efteuall 
working of the Goſpell, then any one thing in the Kingdome; arid 
that want of a comfortable ſubſiſtance fot the Miniſters, together with - 
the manner of their getting into their parcicular Parſonages and pla-' 
ces, viz. by their procuring intereſt in thoſe Patrons, in whoſe Yona- 
tion theſe places arc,is one of the greateſt obſtruftions to the Goſpels 
ſucceſle : for by this meancs theſe Patrons and their friends(if rich and 
great men) are indulged in their evill and wicked lives, the Miniſters” 
not daring co deal faithfully with them, for fear of the lofle of their ti- 
vitgs, and ſo of ſtarvicg themſclves, wives, and children, the preach- 
ing of the Goſpcll decomes a meer trade, and the Miniſters thereof 
Merchants of the Word, indenting for ſo much per ann»m, and leaving 
their charge upon a better bargain, when it falls out,to the diſhonour 
of God, the icandaling of the godly ; we arc ſo farre from envying 
againſt or grulging at the Miniſters maintenance, that it is the gpriefe 
ot our ſoules, that theres no better courſe taken for their comforta-- 
ble ſubliſtence© then there is, it is the deſire of our hearrs, that the lear- 
ned' and godly Miniſters eſpecially may have comfortable and conſi- 
deravic encouragement for their paines in the Goſpell, that equall 
and pioportionable to their charges, might be their allowance, yea, 
thir their widdowes and fatherlefle children might be comfortably 
Provided for, | 
" Thirdly, whereas we arc further charged with preferring an igno- 
rant, ſortiih and illiterate Miniſterie betore that which is learned and 
worthy, encouraging ſimple, ſhallow and unable men ro rake upon 
them co preach rhe Goſpell, and unfold the deep myſteries of life and 
falvation: We anſwer, that the Army is ſtill abuſed, and faiſly char- 
gedin theſe things, it is moſt true, that our Army made up chiefly of 
Voluntters, have amongſtthem many men, both Officers and Souldiers 
of conſiderable birth, breeding, and education, ſome Schollars and U- 
niverlity-men, and many of them of approved piety, and men of 
Parts, who out of picie and mercy have engaged themſelves in ſcatte- 
ring the knowledge of God in the darke and ignorant parts of the 
Kingdome, where men have been as bruitiihly ignorant of the know- 
ledge of Chriſt, as poore Indians, having not hearda Sermon in many 
yeares, and never knowing more of the. Worſhip of God then the 


reading 


ts 
reading and n_ read the Booke of Common-Prayer, by prophane 
ignorant, and ſcandalous fellowecs, whoſe depth of learning cannot 
reach true reading of the Engliſh Tongue, and whoſe lives and con- 
verſations, renders the name of Miniſters, a ſcorn and odium amongſt 
the people. We acknowledge alſo, that fome of our ſouldiers upon 
the importunitie of Miniſters themſelves, in places of more knowledge 
having had converſe with them, have improved their gifts among 
the people. We acknowledge moreover, that through the want of 
honeſt, able, and godly Miritters in our Army, the ſouldiers have en- 
deavoured the mutuall edifcation one of another, by exhortation on 


the Lord: aics, (without the permi/lion whercof wee ſhould ſcarce 


have had fo much as any ſoſemne forme of godlincfſe found amongſt 
us; for rhe truck is, though we heare of manie impleading and ſpeak- 
ing againſt the Army, and of errours therein, and Lay-mens preach- 
ing, yct they have not had that care and tender reſpeRs to the honour 
of God, puritic of Religion, propogerion of his truth, and preven- 
tion of errour, as they pretend unto by their own coming to us, 0- 
therwiſe providing that the Army might be ſupplied with better Prea- 
chers; as for the puvlike preaching of the Goſpell, and that by god- 
ly, able, and learned Minilters, it is the deſire of our hearts, as we ſaid 
before, we wiſli ſome cffeuall courſe was taken ro ſupply (if it was 
poſſible) everie Corpregation in the Kingdome : we have heard of 
more ſcandalous reports calt upon us, as that we are the onely retar- 
ders of the relicfe of Ireland, and that the blood of the poore Prote- 
ſtants there, will be laid upon us, &c. we anſwer : 

Thar the greateſt pretenders to Irelands releefe, have ever been the 
obſtructers thereof; let the world judge, what encouragements we 


| havehad to goto Ireland, when nothing but contempt, ſcorne, anP 


reproaches were caſt upon us, even in our owne Countrey, after Wee 
had (through the bleſſing of God) ſubdued rtheenemics thereof ; the 
grievances, troubles, and preſſures of the Kingdome greater thea when 
we firſt rooke up armes, the pay of the private ſouldiers, and the half 
pay of Officers, not only unpaid, but our humble adarcfſe unto our 
Generall by way of Petition, to mediate for our duces wit the Par- 
liament in the moſt inoffenſive manner we could ſuppoſe, voted a- 


gainſt, and we declared diſturbers of the peace of the State, and ene- 


mies thereurto ; if we perfiſted, though 1n the moſt humble manner, 
ro petition for that which they promiſed to give ; and theſe were the 
firſt fruits of performing thoſe excellent promiſes which were made 
EE. B 2 unto 
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anto us when we took up arms, the face of authority ſet againſt us and 
thoſe that moſt fairhfully adhered to the Parliament throughout the 
Kingdome, Cavaliers admitred to fit in-Parliament-Committees,made 
Sherifs, Mayors, Juſtices of the Peace, by meanes whereof our arrears 
and rewards for our faithfull and painfall ſervice ia the Kingdomes 
behalfe were like to be paid to all of us (as they were to ſome ) by 
impriſo>nments, troubles, perplexities and the gallows, were theſe en- 
couragem2ats to engage us for Ireland except it thould bee to eſcape 
hanging for what wee had done for the Kingdome of England ? 
Again, could it be imaginable that this Army or any conſiderable 
number thereof could be drawn away to go to Ireland under the 
command of ſuch Commanders and Otficers as were appoynted ; for 
(excepting Major Generall Skippon ) they were not onely ſtrrangers, 
but ſome of them diſ-affeed to this Armie, as we can eaſily prove , 
yea have ſtirred up the people to raiſe an Armie for our deſtruction; 
was it likely that theſe men ſhould ever encourage any conſiderable 
part of this Armie to go with them to Ireland ? Jet heaven and earth 
and all the common principles of equitie and conſcience judg be- 
tween us in this particular, had our Armie been kindly treated withall, 
wee beleive, it had been no hard matter to have culled our a ſufficient 
number of able valiant and faithfull Commanders from this Armie 
who would quickly have gathered a ſufficient Armie of honeſt truſtie 
and voluntarie ſouldiers throughout this Kingdome, who through 
Gods mercie might have been the happie releife of that bleeding 
Kingdomeand have left hese a ſufficient ſtrength to preſerve the peace 
of our own nation, ſuerly this was not the way to relieve Ireland, not 
only to call back noble and worthie men ſent thither for the reliefe 


ehereof who began to diſplaceprophane and looſe Commanders ſet- 


ling honeſt and faichfull men in their roomes, but alſo to exerciſe all 
kind of diſcouragementsagainit thoſe whom they intended to ſo- 
licite for the relicfe of Ireland, 

It is yet further objected againſt us that our refuſing to disband is 
abſolute rebellion, that we contemne that authoritie that raiſed us 


up, that wee take the ſame courſe againſt the Parliament by deman- 


ding feverall members thereof to be ſecured as the King did in former 
times, that we have ſeized npon the King to drive on 0ur owne ends, 
ſome affirming that we intend him miſcheefe that ſo we may be ren- 
dred obnoxiousto alt the Kings friends; others urging it againſt us as 


- mattercriminall baſe and hipocriticall that we ſhould tura Royalliſts, 


that 
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that wee may bee rendred offenſive to another partie, and [aſtly 


that our intents in drawing neer the Citie is to advance our ſelyes 
with the plunder aud riches thereof to deſtroy the Presbyterian 
&c. to which wee reply : 

Firſt as to that part of the objeAtion which calls our refuſing to 
disband Rebellion, contempt of that authoritie that raiſed us up, 
wee anſwer that a non-ſubje&ion to every command ot the Par- 
ment is no more rebellion againſt rhe Parliament, then a non-ſub- 
. jeftion to every command of the King was rebellion in the Par- 
liament againſt the King, wee hope the Parliament .did not in- 
.tend that our ruine and deſtruction ſhould be the reward of that 

peace and preſervation which (through God ) wee had pur- 
chaſed for them, wee are ſouldiers, wee are ſubjects, and let us be 
confidered as ſouldiers and ſubjects, and our caſe in theſe two 
reſpeRs rightly ſtated ; and then wee appeal to all ſouldiers, to 
all ſubjeats, whether as the caſe ſtood, wee had reaſon to disband 
notwithſtanding the command of Parliament : firlt as ſouldiers, 
our-caſe ſtood thus : | 

Firſt our arrears (notwithſtanding dearely yearned ) were 
not paid us, wee appeale to the molt bitter Enemies and mali- 
cious adverſaries that wee have, did wee not deſerve that which 
was our due ? have wee made a prey of the Kingdome, or a trade 
of war ? let envie it ſelfe charge ns with falſe muſters, by our 
Officers if it they can,with omitting any opportunity which (to 
our knowledge ) was ever put into our hands of making halt to 
end the wars, let any of -us bee charged with enriching our ſelves 
with the plunder, and ruine of our friends or Enemies, God and 
our conſciences know with what zeal and aft. ion, for the King- 
domes good, we: left our eſtates trades and callings, wives and 
and chiidren, how many of us ſpent. our c«{tates and how often 
many poore ſouldiers have come home to their wives and fami- 
lies, friends and kindred,to furnith themſelves with cloath and 
montes that they might not be chargeable to the poore people 
where they have been quartered, 
counts were not audited, debenters given,nor any waiescſtabliſh- 
ed, that eyer we ſhould recover the ſame z let the world judge, 
was eyer an Army ſo provoked? we muſt neither taye our preſent 
moneyes, nor hopcs of any. 

Thirdly, 


| Secondly, our Arrears were not onely unpaid , but our ac- 
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Thirdly, we have not onely beea ſtrip'd of our ſubſiſtence, de- 
.nied our Arrears, but our verie lives themſelves threatned, and 
under hazzard for what we had done for the Parhaments ſervice, 
an a& of indemnity not confirmed, nay.contempt and reproach 
was caſt upon vs, for ſo much as deſiring the royall afſent to ſuch 
a neceſſaric aR, and becauſe equirie and reaſon required an Ordi.. 
nance for the ſame pnrpoſe, an Ordinance of Indempnitie indeed 
was Ftanted us, but ſo quaWied, ſo diſpoſed, ( wee doubt not 
through whoſe influence) that irplainely appeared to reaſonable 
men, 2 meer baffle, a pure nullitic, and not ſo much as the leaft 
ſecuricie; ſo that this was our caſe as ſouldiers, (to omit thoſe un 
parallelſed diſhonours by disbanding us by peece-meals,' verball 
reproaches and baſe language caſt upon us in Palpits,in print,&c,) 
we muſt disband, ſtarve, and be hanged, and our non-ſubjeRion 
to the Parliaments Order neceſſarily leading us into this condi- 
tion, is objected againſt us as high rebellion. 

Secondly, let us be conſidered as free Subjefs, and let the 
word judge whether we had reaſon to disband (notwithſtanding 
the command of the Parliament.) For, . 

Firſt,we were not meerly mercenarie ſouldiers,brought together 
by the hopes of pay, and the fortunes of warres, the peace of our 
Countrey, our freedome from tyrannie, preſervation of due lis 
bertie, adminiſtration of judgement and juſtice, the free courſe 
of the Lawes of the Land, the preſervation of the King, the 
Priviledge of Parliament, and Libertie of the SubjeR, were the 
maine things which brought us together, and which have ever 
been in our eye, Vowes, Covenants, Proteſtations, and manie 0- 
ther engagements, have been impoſed upon us to doe our endea- 
vours for the accompliſhment thereof, and whether theſe things 
be ſetled amon git vs, let every man judge : we know it is objected 
againſt ns, char our late proccedings have adire& refleAion upon 
Parliament Priviledges : but we anſwer, | | 

Firſt, that we would gladly know the Priviſedges of Parlia- 

ment, that we and all the Suvjzefts may be tender of them. 
Secondly, we preſume the Parliament hath no Priviledge di- 
rectly deſtruRtive co the rights and#dues of the King or people 
for the Parliaments Priviledges arc either beſtowed vpon them, 
or aJumed unto them ; if beltowed upoa them, ic mult beby the 
King or people, or both, it mult be preſumed, that neither King 
or 
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of people; would conferre a Privitedge direQly deſtrudtive to the 

dues or rights of the one or the other, or if they did, they may be 

re-aſſumied by the ſame hands that did firſt beſtow them; if Parlia- 
ments'-Priviledges are made by themſelves, it is preſuraed, they 
cannot be ſuch as carrie in them a dire& tendency to the peoples 
hurt,'if they doe, the knowne Rule diſtilled into us, by their 

own expreſſes, muſt take place, viz. it is not Salus Regr, but Sq- 

Ins Regni, neither 1s it Salns Parliamerti, but Salus populi ſuprema 

Lex ;- but it is ſtill 6bjeed, who ſhall judge what 1s for the peo- 
ples ſafety, a Parliament, or Army,&c. we anſwer : 

. Firſt the former Declarations, Votes, Orders, and Ordinances: 
of this verie Parliament doe containe the things that we con- 
tend for, we deſire nothing but whit their own ſ{elres have decla- 
red to be 0ur right, and have promiſed to etabliſh, 

- Secondly, let the whole Kingdome judge in thiscaſe, whether 
the Parliament ſhould -not performe their. promiſes, relicve the 
oppreſſed, ſee true judgement and juſtice adminiitred, and let the 
people judge if theſe things be performed, 

' Thirdly, let reaſon judge, whecher this be for the ſafety of the 
Kingdome and the well-afteted therein ; that Commiſſioners of 
Array, and thoſe that have aſtiſted in the {are warres againſt Par- 
liament and Kingdome, by perfonall hoſtiliry , liſting horſe, or by 
armes, moneyes, or any other waies, have endeavoured our ru- 
ine, ſhould now be admitted to ſit in the Parliament, yea in ſuch 
a number, as to over-yote that Partie, who ſtecred the late Parlia- 
mentarie affaires for the common intereſt ;-and through the ble{- 
fing-of God upon their faithfull endeavours, did promote the 
fame. Let reaſon judge, whether Striplings, who (by the Lawes 
of this Land) ought not to diſpoſe of twelve pence of their 
owne eſtates, be capable or fit to ſit in Parliament, to order the 
oreat affaires of the Kingdom? and to diſpoſe of the-eſtates of 

. the whole Land: Andlet reaſon judge, whether an Army raiied 
up by authoritie , having Proteſtations, Vowes, Covenants , and 
authoritative Ingagements laid upon them to do the utmoſt in 
their power to ſettle the peace and quierneſle of this Kingdome,. 
to preſerve the perfon of the King , the Priviledges of Parlia-- 
ment, and all theſe in ſubordination to the juſt Liberties of the: 
People: to withſtand the powers and policies,the endeavours and: 
ed | coun-- 


hy -, 
x = 
—_ | ———CC———_ "ro EC—_— —— — 


 J$not our caſe, | 


WP v ee nr Oe ET 


” 


Fo 
- 


V (14) + Wh, 
councells of the Kingdomes enemies ; whether ſuch an Armie- 
ought to disband at the bare command of the Parliament, whick. 
command is procured by the advantage of thoſe perſons ſurrep» 
et: ciouſly crept in, who ought not to be there, and whoſe former 
pra Riſes have ſtrenuouſly been ingaged _ the Kingdome, 
and whoſe preſent proceedings have a conſtant rendency to the 
Peoples miterie, eſpecially conſidering the generall requeſts of. 
the Pevple of the Land co the ſaid Armienot co disband til! theſe 
things be reformed, and no other remedie appears for their ſafe- 
tic: andif this be not ourcaſc, let the world judge. In doubt- 
full matters let che Parliament judge, bar in plain caſes let-reaſon 
derermine, Let heaven and earth judge, what is become of thoſe 
infinite and vaſt ſums of moneys many waies. colleRted for pub- 
like uſe : let common obſervation judge, what kinde of men are 
Pur our of places of publike truſt, and what manner of perſons 
are put in their roome in the great City and Kingdome, Let the 
Petitions and complaints of the honeſt and well-afteRed party 
throughout the Kingdome judge, whether the caſe ſtands with 
th:m now, as it did even ſeverall years after this Parliament 
began, when one or two honeſt men in a Pariſh could be able to 
ealt oar their ſcandalous Miniſter by their addreſſe to the Palia- 
ment, not withſtar:ding the power and oppoſition of manie great 
me:', and now cwenty honeſt men cannot pur out a looſe Mint 
ſter, nay hardly keep out thoſe from re-entrance which were firlt 
caſt our by the Parliament; and what is more common then et- 
ther che returne of ſcandalous Minifters to their own places a= 
gaae, or their admiſſion tato other berter and facrer livings then 
thcy formerly had ?- Let everie eye judge, whether manie Parlia- 
ment-men have not lolt their firſt love and zeale for the com- 
mon intereſt of this Kingdome, and have d:owned the remem- 
brance thereof in thoſe waters witch drive their owne mill, 
Whereas it is further added in the ovjetion, that we take the 
ſame courſe againſt the Parliament, by demanding the Members, 
as the King did in former times, by demanding the five Members 
we anſwer, that the caſc is extreame diffcring : For, 
Firſt, the King ſent a Sergeant at Armes to demand them at 
the Houſe, and to arreſt them and take them into pofſcſſion, this 


Secondly, 
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'Secondly, the King came in Perſon with a great multitude of 
men, with Halberds, Swords and Piſtols, to take them away by 
force, we deſire the Parliament to ſecure them themſelves, 

Thirdly the King propoſed their triall according to the Lawes 
of the Land by Judges,&cc,we deſire their triall in a Parliamenta- 
ry way, to betried even by the Parliament it ſelfe. 

Fourthly, little ſecuritie could be given, that the fiveMembers 
could eſcape their lives, if they had been apprehended \y thar 
rude and tumultuous company,untill ſuch time as they hawieen 
tried, they were in danger of murther by that tumult, we dc. 
the preſervation and ſecuritie of their perſons by the Parliamenu 
it ſelfe, ſo that there is a vaſt difference between theſe caſes. 

Again,whereas it is further objeRted, that we have ſeized upon 
th: Kings Perſon,to drive on our owne ends,intending him mif{- 
chiefe ſay ſome , we anſwer, that as to the ſeizing upon the 
Kings Perſon, we have given ſufficient accompe in our former pa- 
pers, both as touching the manner and reaſons thereof, as for our 
;Atentions of evill againſt His Majeſtie, we have likewiſe cleared 

ur ſelves: and that we invend him,and defire his ſertlement in 
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| hisdue proper right, (the ſecuritie, peace and ſafetie of the King- 


dome being caretvlly provided for) appeares not onely by our ſe- 
verall papers to that purpoſe, but alſo by our deſires of his royall 
aflent to the paſting an A of Indempnitie for us, which pre- 
ſumes kirg to be in a cPacitie ſo to doe, and our deſires hereof; 
as for tho: ſcandalls caſt upon us by others about the King, that 
we baſely and dypocritically turne Royalliſts for our owne ends : 
We anſwer, that we arc the ſame that we ever have been in that 
Point:; for we never took up Armes to deſtroy the King or Roy- 
all Poſteritie, bur to reſcue him from the hands of evil! Councel- 
tors, protect his Perſon, and bring him home to his Parliament, 


"which we are readie to doe, (th# ſettlement of the peace and 


ſafetie of the Kingdome being: firſt provided-for:) and in the 

laſt place, . + 

| Whereas it is yet further objeRed againſt us, that our hove- 

ring abont London is for to cnrich our ſelves with the ſpoiles 

thereof; we anſwer, | ns i 
Ler all the world judge whether there be any probability of 


fuch things as theſe ; 
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'Firlt, thire are veric few of 3) but have moſt” of this worlds 
intereſt in the Citie of London, being chiefly and principally rai-. 
ſed thence, and verie many,eſpecially of our Officers being Citi- 
zens themſelves,having their wives and children therein. 
Secondly, Let our very enemies judge for us in this caſe ;-let 
Briſtoll, Portſmouth, and other palces which God hath ſubdued 
under us ſpeak, whether we have enriched our ſelves with the 
ruines ofour adverſaries, or whether we have delighted in their 
blood When both lives and eſtates have been in our mercy, and. 
weight have made prey of both without any great refleion 
gon the honour of ſouldiers: nay , let the whole Kingdome 
zudge, friends and foes,whether we have not endeavoured all that 
we could, to pur an end to theſe wars with as little blood-ſhed 


and ruine of the peoplc, as it hach been poſſible a buſineſſe of that * 


nature could likcly be effected. . 

Thirdly,can wee be thought; ſo void of reaſon or judgment 2s 
to {uppoſc a poſſivilcie ©; pl wdering London with :our Armiie, 
though it-were 45 vig_2gatue as it.ts, after ſo many profeifions Of 
reſpe ts co the City as we have made, would not: all our friends 
tarn *ocs,and the whole Citic as one man oppole us,could we not 
ia r-aſon exp.R,char.through the curſe of God', and.the endea- 
vours che: pop. c,we ſhould all perth: however therefore the 


p«Tions and jealouſies of ſome may tranſport them, the malice . 


and cuvie of others may abaſe us by their: diligent endeavours ro 


fill ch- p-ople with cviil ſurmiſiags againſt the Armie;; yet letall. 
eperieace, reaſon aad julgement take place and aQt like them. 
ſclves in che thoughes of menzand our candid and upright 10tentis. 


ons will appear vefore them, and. as our preſent comfort is thae 


knowne unto the Lord are al! ourchonghts, ſo our confidence is, . 
thac God will cleare cp our integritieas the noone day, and will. 
ſhortly {tHe the eviil choughts and muzzell the-mouths of all our - 


adverſaries,and chroughly eft:&t and zccompliſh for u3 the deſires 
of our hcares,which arc ,that che King, the Lords, rhe Commons, 


and everic SubjxXt may imyoy his -owne proper and 'undoubred 


Sgnond this poore , thaken and trembitng Kingdome may be 
eſtabuſhedin peace and quictneſle. . | 
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